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Sovernor Tilden's assault upon t :e Canal Ring,

11 it dm not conic without warning, had all the
effect of a bombsboil suddenly hurled into the
camp or his mends. Tlie announcement of his

purpose occasloneu derision rather tuan tear, and
¦o when tlie shock came the consternation was

overwhelming and complete. Frauds on the
canals are coeval with ttio canuls themselves, ant/
the system of iraudulent contracts by unbalanced
bids is a growth, rather than the deliberately
formed plan of a rlujr. Tlie law said that wort on

the canals was to be let to the lowest bidder,
and so the contract was given to the person
whose bid lu the aggregate was the lowest, it
will thns be seen that at the very outset skill in

bidding became an art, In which every contractor
was justified lu vising his own acuteness to make
money. The state furnished a oasis lor toe bid¬
ding, not for the benefit of the contractor, but lor
the protection of the people. This basis, though
prepared by an engineer, could at best be only a

guess. The contractor understood and the State
Insisted that whatever was necessary to com¬

plete the work must be done at the price
named m the old. Tlius if a contractor under¬
took to do a thousand yards of rock excavation at

% ridiculously small price, and 10,000 yurda were

required to be done, lie was bound to do the whole
at nis own pr.ee. lie might be ruined in this way,
but at the same time II he knew better than the
engineer the kind and character of the work that
would be required, ne might so mould bl* bid a« to
make a fortune. 1 he contract necessarily included
.everai kinds of work, as earth and rock excava¬
tion and vertical and slope wall, besides the kinds
oi luruoer to be lurnisbed. The estimate of the
engineer was Intended as a mere basis lor the blu¬

eing, and the letting was made to the person
wtioee bid was the lowest In the aggregate. Oat
of thts system sprung what are known us "un¬
balanced bids," and this pnrnse in turn conveys
the tun significance of "canal frauds." Taking
these estimates as the foundation lor the bidding,
with tne requirements as to quantity aha price, It
was impossible lor an honest bidder to obtain a

contract at all, and It was not lonir until honest
contractors reiused to contend with tne sharpers
cursed by tbo system, and the Canal King obtained
the complete mastery of the State.

ICOW CANAL CONTRACTS WEKS LET.
It will thus be seen that the whole system was

in Itself a ir.iud; but I tear I have not jet made It
plain wherein it te necessarily lraadulent. This
It is difficult to do in a few words, while an elab-
orate explanation would oniy make tbe mystery
more protonnd. Homebody baa defined protection
as tbe robbery of all lor tbe benefit of a lew. Sol
wonld define canal frauds as an agreement to do
work tbat would not be required to be done at an

absurdly low price and work tbat would be re¬

quired in great quantities or amounts at a

wickedly high rate. Two points are to be con¬
sidered by tbe contractor.to bid low enough to
obtain tbe contract and yet make money. It is
tbe aggregate ot a bid tbat determines tne Orst of
these questions, and tbe application of tbe esti¬
mate to tbe real work will determine the sec¬
ond. ir tbe contractor baa a better knowledge or
tbe requirements or tbe contract than tbe en-

gineer.tbat is, li he knows to a nicer degree tbe
quantity of work of eacb kind to be done.be can

scarcely fail to bid low enough to get the
oontract and fteece the State. Being sure

there is little or no rock excavation to
be dooe or tbat no vertical wall will be
required be may undertake both at a nominal
price while putting earth excavation and slope
wall, ol wblch be will be required to do a great
deal, at very bigb figures, in doing this be is not
necessarily dishonest, though toe contract is Itself
a irand. Neither is the englneor necessarily in
eoiluslon with tbe contractor, though bis estimate
is tbe foundation or the fraud. Tbe diseaae is In
tbe system, lor these so-called unbalanced bids
are indeed so artfully balanced that the
tonrractor generally obtains three or four
times the amount or his bid lor the work actually
lone. While tbe system lasta he is not much to
blame (or balancing the different kinda of work
tbe engineer says are to be done so nicely as to
make bis the lowest bid; and as the State makes
tbe contract an open one, it la not in humau na¬
ture to refuse to take advautage of it. The cure
would be in letting out tbe different iinus or work
to different contractors.as rock excavation to
one aud earth excavation to another, vertica1
wall to one and alope wall to another.at a fixed
price, as It is let in tbe lump to one
contractor at disproportionate prices, re¬

gard being had only to the aggregate
.i the bid while the contract itself is an

open and flexible one, fraud, in ract, is inevitable,
though there may be no fraud in the perrortnance
of the contract according to tbe terms of tbe
agreement. Collusion with tbe engineers may
previously have entered into it aud false meas¬
urements may subsequently intensify tbe wrong,
but neitner or these ts necessary to the fraud, and
the worst contracts yet exhibited may be ex¬
plained witnout either of tnese elements being
rouud to enter Into tbem. The great wrong la in
tbe system or bidding, and the blda have been
made in this wa7 from tbe earliest days or canal
enterprise. As I sail betore, canal trands have
beeu a gTowth, and tbe Canal King forma a part
ol tbat arowth as naturally as the flower becomes
a part ol tbe plant. Wc may see "fraud" written
Ml over tbe canal management ol toe State with-
out being able to bring sbsointe crime home to

anybody, whether contractor, engineer or official,
and it la certain we ahail never be abie to cure
the evil while unbalanced bidding, or, in other
woris, io*eat diuh, out a premium upon acute
Ulsnonesty a no compel contractors to be roguej.

I BS 0UKI1N OK OUVKHNoa tiluon's exposlkks.
It Is irequeutly said by the apoiogiata or the

Cannt Ring mat canal frauds, and the exposure of
canul frauds, ar nothing new. Tuts is true, and
it has a greater sum (leanee taan at first appears.
The newspapers have taken up tne subject irom
time to tmio at iroqutnt intervals during thu list
twenty years, aud that tne management ui the
canal* wat corrupt Has been ueneruliy accepted
M an established fact. The whole question wus
the sabject ot u long attd earnest discussion in the
JoiiMtuutional Convention oi istsT, and tno neces¬
sity ot r^lorui whs demonstrated as clearly then
as it U now bv Governor Tllden. liver since tbe
iitii a ol Governor Ki.«h any exacurlve or the State
un i>t liave noun what 'llldeu haa accomMtsotd
0* hi* coup a'dat. The figures which prove tne
iraudUleot character oi tne canal system
uuve been lying lu the Auditor's office tor
year*, watting the advent or some arith¬
metic man who would give them vitality.
\Uu could not be done, however, exceix
»y in exceptional mau excepti-naoiy j.iaced.
; uruiz-' una strength and truth position were ali
.eu.i.ed for its accomplishment. Governor In-
next ui in sen told me tha:n an engineer tuotouirhiy
conversant witn the whole subject, anu armed
WUu uAurj* ami argument* Mu<t undertaken the
ta>«<c tie Would n,.ve oe >u completely overborne
uu Daaten. Indeed, that eta.«s oi men, either be¬
cause their soui* sickoned it tne corrupiion they
we re compelled to witness, or ecause the King
re. >i ed tnem a auare iu the spoils, avo all alongbeen tty.u,' to nuke Mouie howl with tbe story or
it* d it was ieit to luaen ;o make effective.
" ne evarvoody knew tuat the wueie canal
«t tein i !m iioacy-o;,miieu with corruption; mat
»>»e euauaou were aeeessar^ur iraiaaieutj tbat

State offleera wars enriching themselves at the
expense of the people: that tiie engineers who
prepared tie estimates upou which cue bids were
made were m collusion with tiie bidders, and that
false measurements supplemented irauduipnt es¬
timate-. nobody dared to undertake the exposure of
.o much wrong. As in every cane 01 itus una, n
was necessary to >valt lor the time and tlie num.
Frequent attempts and Irequent failures proved
this; nut when ttie time came and toe man ar-
lived tbe accomplishment or the work was com-
puratlvely easy. Ten yearn of corruption and
extravagance had weaned the people with their
excesses, and m 1871 too reaction s t in against
the riotous living which began with the war in
lb til. b'-euliny Irom tne public treasury, no ion*
regarded an a trivial, 11 not altogether commend*
aOie vice, seen at lust, in us trite lletit by vlr*
tuons persons, Tweed fell from power, and,
though in the very lace and in defiance of his
cri men ne was elected to the Senate one year, tie
was sent to tne penitentiary the next, a revolu¬
tion nail been accotnplisneo, and the person most
active in accomplishing It was Samuel J. Tlldflu.
Let those deny ittui the credit of this achievement
who may, tiie luct lias the lorce 01 hision, ana
this, together with the reaction against the cor-
ruptionists, eiectetl him Governor in 1874. Natur¬
ally active aud earnest, as well as acute and
amoitious, he saw tne tide that was bearing Into
ou to lortune. and so he resolved to rulv the
waves, instead of being merely carried by them.
Mure capable than King Canute, he net only com¬
manded but was obeyed. The circumstance
winch led to his action was, as such circumstances
are apt to be, insignificant. Young Horatio Sey¬
mour, a nephew 01 his distinguished uncle, was a
division engineer. He had entered upon 'tie
work contrary to his uncle's wishes, out, like Ins
uncle, he was honest, and meant to 00 his work
honestly. It was uot long, however, uutll he was
politely requested to certiiy to some ialse measure*
ments by some ol tno members oi the Canal Ring.
This lie reiuued to do, and then the King tried to
get him out of Ins place, bo that It might be glveu
to a more humble aud obedient servant 01 the
contractor'', lie not only declined 10 be kicked
out, but the one Horatio appealed to the other,
and the reat lloratlo told the bravo and bold
Tiideti all about it. it was necessary to Tilieu's
ambition that something of this kind should turn
up. He is bold. He likes political wurtare. He
has an idea, and bomeumes expresses it, that
a Governor ought 10 oe something moro
than a dried mammy at the Capital,
He woui:l not have tne slightest objection to be*
coming President of the 1'nited States. The road
to tne White 11 juse could only tie cleared by inak*
Ing a stcut and manly war against corruption. He
resolved to begin with the Canal King, lie baa
made it, aud made it effectually; but 1 have his
own word lor it tbut the idea 01 bis exposure
originated with youug Horatio Seymour's experi¬
ence with the canal contractors.

TUJS P1UCPAIU.TIO.N8 FOK INVESTIGATION.
Governor Tllden never uoes tilings by halves

Having resolved to assault the Canal King he pre¬
pared to assault it effectively. The contracts upon
which the attack must 00 based were lu the Audi-
tor's office, but, they wore a mass of figures, in-
comprehensible to tho ordinary mind. An expert
was required to tinravet them, so as to make them
u.selui even to the Governor, who Is himself uo
mean aritnmcticlan. This task was undertaken
bv Mr. Davis, a democratic member 01 the as-
semoiv from Washington county, Davis was thor¬
oughly conversant with the canals and canal man-
agemeut. tie was a prominent witness in the Im¬
peachment tnai 01 Canal Commissioner iioru in
1S6S, ami his testimony was traversed and he was
rather severely traduced by toe lriends 01 the
King at tuat time. He owed them no goodwill la
consequence and resolved to study their mis¬
doings unto their undoing. When Tllden resolved
to make war on the King Davis became bis first
lieutenant, and he it was who enabled the Gover¬
nor to apply the tour rules 01 arithmetic to tue
canai contracts with so much vigor and effect.
Tne first broadside went through the thin de¬
fences of the King like the slotted guns 01 a
Yankee frigate brought to bear upon the calico
lorts of the Co re a. its full affect was not imme¬
diately apparent, and while the smoke was clear¬
ing away the execrations of the enemy were ttr-
rible. Senator Do: a was so exasperated tuat ho
was betrayed into talking what lie felt to a
Hkbau) reporter.an Indiscretion on ms part
that Is next to inconceivable. Mr. Al-
vord was lull of wrath auu fury. Speaker
McGulre was "out of bis head," aud he publicly
aua privately took issue with the Governor,
toereoy destroying Ins own political prospects in
a week. The Assembly was ready to stand by the
Speaker, thouirh compelled to sustain tne Gov¬
ernor aiso. But when the skies cleared it was
lound the Governor bad gamed a complete vic¬
tory. Ilia preparations had nceu masterly and
tbe enemy was utterly destroyed. Tiloen had
demanded a commission to investigate tne charges
contained in his Message, ano, immediately upon
the eOect ol his assault being discerned, the
mends oi the Canal King became tbe loadest ad¬
vocates of investigation. Speaker McGnire
oeclarefi he would esteem it as a mark of want of
confidence in him unless he was allowed to name
an investigating committee. Jams Lord wanted
to inquire into everything and everybody. Even
the canal Hoard, so long insensible to the wrongs
Inflicted upon tne State, woke up to the necessity
01 doing something. A stranue spirit had seized
upon tbe statesmen at Albany, and an because
Governor niueVs preparu 'caj (»r con-*ailing in¬
vestigation were so complete.

A GLANCE AT THH MACHINERY.
It 1b unnecessary ;o review step t»y step the

somewhat conflicting legislation which orouirht
the present muohinery ;or investigation lato ex¬
istence. mere la Dtui ttie Governor'a commission,
upou which tee really important inquiries win de¬
volve. It consists of lour Commuaioners, nom¬
inated by the Governor, and in tbe matter of com¬
pelling toe attendance 01 witnesses and requiting
mem to teatiiTi U in clothed by law with the au¬
thority of a court oi Record. It 11 empowered to
lnaulre, not only into tne letting of contracts bv
tbe Canal Commissioners, bat into tue general
management oi tbe Canal Board and tbe awards
or tun Canal Appraisers. Tne omr limit oi the in¬
quiry is as to time, which is uot to extend further
back than istis. f raetlrally it is a special Oiaud
Jury, to bold a grand inquest ou tbe part or ttis
Mate upoa all matters touching tbe canals, and it
U expected, as tbe result ot its labors, tuat they
will aned uiucu lignt upon the mysteries which are
nenerally designated as "canal frauas." It is
tbe oniy Hoard wblcn It was the purpose of
Govertiur TUden's Menage to ootalu irom the
Legislature ana through it ne expects to attain all
his aims in the purification oi toe canal system.
It is the great car or Juggernaut wnicb is to
crunch tbe bodies of tbe contriving contractors
and corrupt engineers who have so offenoed pub¬
lic morality. It will thus be seen that it la rut
only tne principal part oi tno macninery required
lor tbe proposed investigation but tuat tbe other
investigating machines must contribute to its
eflectlveuesi or become utieily ineffective. There
(.re d i fewer man three outer committees charged
with inquiring lutw canal affairs. One ol these is
tbe Joint committee or the senate and A^aemoly
now constituted atter much difficulty, and re¬
quired to report within thirty days. it is impos¬
sible that its labors can haveaiiy lealsijruitlcanee.
and its appointment ouiy snows how absurdly a
double to. or otherwise sensible statesmen may
behave. Tbe thirty days ailotttd to its task win
expire weiore It can eveu begin to Investigate, and
then It will be discuarged without pre¬
tending to have had ac excuse lor ex¬
isting at all, unless, ludeeu, it should
crown the absurdity or its organization
by making n report. Then again the seuate com¬
mittee ou Canals is instructed to make inquiries
Itto tne charges at botn euds of tne Erie Canal
which are a tax upon the traffic or the great high¬
way oi the State, mis investigation is specially
aimed at the elevator uieu la duffa.o ana too
warehouse men and Produce Lxcttaage people in
New York, and, thougn a little spiteiul in its put-
pose and without any roal relation to the general
question oi canal management, it is no* likely
ttiat whatever iwnt obtained will do any narm. I
am inclined to think, however, tnat senator Cole's
committee will not add very iargeiy to tue general
tund Oi canai tnoimutton. Besides these tue
Canal Board has appointed Lleuteo nt Governor
Dorsheimer, Secretary ol State Winers and Attor¬
ney Ueuerai Pratt to examiuo existing con¬
tracts, with a view to ascertaining wrongs and
suggesting remedies. It mu-.t bo couiessea that
the purpose tuese gentlemen have iu view is
practical at least in intention, lor nothing
can be more important than to au-
nul existing contracts n they are iraud-
uient, to recover money unjustly drawn
irom the state Treasury aou to punish Mate odi.
cers who have leen in collusion with puolio
thieves. It then appear* from this hasty gianoe at
the machineiy lor investigation that only two of
tne Inquiring uodies uave aur real importance and
that tuesc mast work togetner ir they would at¬
tain the great objects oi the inquiry.the remedy
lor tbe luture and restitution and pualsbmeui lor
tbe past.

1H1 WORK TO BE DONEa
some crude notion oi tbe immensity of the work

to be performed by Uovemor TUden's coniuiWsiou
and oy the advising: and assisting conimtttre of
tbe canal Hoard may be (ormed irom wuat 1 bavo
already said ol tbe nature of the contracts they are
to investigate. It is aot to oe assumed tlia: the
contractors. However rrwuduieat tueir contracts,
have recklessly placed ti.em,e>rei in the power
of the law even under tue civil Remedies act.
* rami is not always capable or pmoi, eveu where
It Is known to exist, and it will t>e found more
difficult to prove collusion between contractor
acd engineer than to demonstrate tim lraud it-
sen. indeed, it may be iniposslole to establish
collusion even where the contract is fraudulent
on us lace. Let u« suppose a case. J be engineer
estimates that 1,000 yards ot gravel ana lu.uoo
yarns oi rock are to be excavated somewhere ou
the Hue or tue canal. A. is a committor and ot-
furs to do the rock excavation at a cent a yard,
but wants a dollar a yard for the ntavei excava¬
tion. His bid womd then stand
l,i>>0 yard* (ravel eacavatiou $1 0«

IO.uOj yards rosk uaeavatlou ldj

otnl tl"TuO
Under ilio presentsjsteui he would inevitably ob¬
tain the contract It holiest men were bi.diug
against hitn, lor lair prices would swell hi* uid
much above $l,loo. 11 it ahi.uiu aiierward tuin
ou' ttiat the engi. ieer'» estimate should nave beuii
reversed and me quantity 01 rock excavation
liuo tbe piaccor tno gravel excavation tue con-
nacur would be pant ss loiiotvs:.
10,100 ysrds gravel excavation »t *1 p«r ysrd #IQ,U00
1,'M) >srds io«k excu-atlon st 1 i«t»t i>#r yard... 10

Totai SI.'.UIO
Such a case as this is not beyond the possibili¬

ties, and yet collusion n not n necessary lugro-
dieut 01 it.> The ouer to do rook cxc.tvatioi< at a
cent a yard While a dOiiar a yaid w as assed ior
gravei would oe a iraad on iu >ace, out the engi¬
neer could notoa comitated with u ovun were tue
amounts of work to n* none aiterwaru reversed
without Man prooft 01 actual soiituioft. It

have been a stupendous blunder on the part of
the engineer; lor, to tell the whole truth, ever/
cauui let«ln.r that is inude In tne State ot
York is nuble to such a blunder aft tola, either
against the contractor or agalust ih" State. such
a statu of facts, so remarkable atid so extreme,
would probably satisiy an individual man or most
men* but it would not content a jurv unless some
other testimony was adduced bearing upon u;e
same tn'iut. And mis is just, the kind
oi difficulty that will embarrass the Inves-
tigalK ii.i ut the Canal Commission, espe¬
cially IB tiie direction of restitution and punish-
.to- in. while if these cannot be gamed t.li" practical
parr of the inquiry willgo lor iiotamg. 1 lie work to
be done i" almost illimitable. both in scop*
and pnrpo.e, and it will require the- lushest aoiHty
to keep it witiuu practical channels. fcvery con¬
tract uiiowcd since 180S will cone up ior exam-
ination, and ml of tuetn will be louud to be a*
mauy-s»aed as one of Mr. Beech^r's letter.:. 1 no
unbalanced prices of open contracts win tie tho
starting point in each case, but wnsn tiie iraurtu-
lent character of tiie agreement has been estab¬
lished, tho investigation, not in one case only, but
in all c.i-e*. will only have began to assume Im¬
portance. 1'root of collusion between tuc con¬
tractor and the engineers will be tue next step In
ti.e inquiry, and tnis, to be complete, must include
the relations ot the Canal Commissioners and the
state officers wno compose the Canal Board to
each particular contract. The awards of tue
canal appraisers will have to be inquired into,
under Hie resolutions, as well a-* the lettmgs of
the Canal Commissioners, and thus is opened up
anotner almost boundless expanse rorexpioration.
Besides all tnls. corrupt legislation lroui year to
.ve«r nus been one of the most Impor¬
tant elements in the caual itauds, and
this phase of the question will nave to
be Inquired Into with as much tuorougnncss
as any of the otuers. And, finally, as the canal
irauns are a itrowtn from year to year, oi which
tne Canal King is only a part, and not an acci¬
dental crop, it will be lound necessary to go baei
mucn further than lses to give the report ol tne
commission historical completeness or even to
deduce the philosophy which explains the exist¬
ence anil growth oi that parasite of canal enter¬
prise tv<» call uy the name oi tho Canal King, it
will thus be seen that, if Governor Tildeu intends
flouting it out on tne line he lias chosen It will
not only take all snmuier, oat reauire as mucli
time as tii ant required to go irom SpoUsylvania
to Appomattox.

rar. legislative investigations.
There cau be no doubt that the proposed legisla¬

tive investigations are intended u> cover up tne
irauds. Hot h inquiries.mat in the hands oi tne
joint committee oi the two houses and that com¬
mitted to the senate Committee on canals.
originated with Hie iriends of the Caual ltingor
with the King itseli. Beside, botii committees are
in the chaise of senator Cole, a statesman wuo
has never shown an implacable hostility to the
Caual Ring, though constantly in the way ul feeling
tne blandishments or that poweriui organisation.
Mis colleagues lrom the Senate on the joint com¬
mittee, Jacobs and Booth, are both men of char¬
acter and abllit), and the three members on the
part oi the Assembly, Messrs. Faulkner, Sherman
and Scw.ird, are ail respectable and worthy >rcn-
iieinen, if not ilrst class detectives. 'I bey.ire to
find out ail about caual management in thirty
days.a work that win require a year at tne very
least.and Senator Cole is also charged wltn ex¬
posing tae irauds upon snippers perpetrated by
trade societies and otbei organizations wnicii are
a tax upon the traffic oi our artificial waterways.
They can uo notniug whatever tnat they were os¬
tensibly appointed to do, and I do not tliluk they
win seriously attempt to oo anything. Tneir ap-
pointtneiit is a farce played to tne end, because
Senator Lord lost Ins temper and Speaker
McGnire his head when Governor Tllden sprung
his war on the- Caual King upon taem. They
made a mistake so grievous that their committee
wouid not dare whitewash the Ring, even u U nad
a wlsii to no so, and hence protaoiy sprung tne
fact that it was so constituted tnat it could uuv»
no such desire, solar as the legislative investi¬
gations are concerned appearances will be saved
by very little being attempted.

QOVKftNOr. TtLI>EN AND TIIE CANAL iUAUDS.
There need be jno lear tnat Governor Tllden

will coinnat tne canal irauds in the arure as
tae has comoatted them in tae past. His repu-
tatiou depends upon his making no compromises
in this matter. There has been a conjecture that
he would be disposed to let tip easily on the iraiid-
nieut contractors 11 they allowed mm to. nave his
own way, but it must not be forgotten that tie Is a
man lu whom there is no "let up." lie has put
his hand to tne plough and will not look back, bat
lie likes a litue dramatic effect, and Is likely to
make a good deal oi noise over the irauds de¬
veloped by the investigation. The long lane or
canal rasca.ity lias got a turning at ia»t, and
Tllden cannot lorget that he was tiie man wno
first brought the members of the King to their
knees. Having got them in that attuuae he will
keep them tnere, both for repentance and pun¬
ishment. and as their aownrail helps ium to tne
Presidencv, it will be ail the more glorious ior
Samuel J. Tildeu.

TDK SENATI CONFIRMATION.
The Senate to-tlay confirmed itie Governor's

nomination ol toe ioUoitid- tour gentlemen as
Commissioner! lor the investigation ol tue canal
lruuaa;.John Blgeiow, or New York; Daniel Mi-
gone, ol o^denaburg; Alexander E. urr, oi ttrook-
ly u, and John In Van Bureu, Jr., or New York.
There is a prevailing Impressiou ttiat the lnvcsri-

gatiou will be a disappointment to tue general pub¬
lic. Unuer tue Onrtl Kemedies Dill, recently passed,
the Attorney General ha* ootamed ample power
to searcii all irauds. mis communion u intended
to provide him witn evidence tor ti e civil amis.

RESCINDED COKTKACTS.
The loi;owin? contracts, let Murcii 17, have Just

been rescinded oy the Board of canal Commission¬
ers, on thegiounu tnat, being oeiow tne engineer's
estimate, It was not possible for the contractors
to oo too work at tne amount 01 their bias:.
for constructing a vertical wall in Home from

James street, east, over the Black River canui.
Engineer's estimate, $3,ooo. Contract awardeu
to 1 nomas L. Hopkins, of.Syracase, at $1,176.
For a wrought iron bridge at Ma waaw street.

Ctica. Engineer's estimate, $i,6tw. Coutract
awarded to M. A. >a«n, ol Fort Edward, at $1,409,
For a vertical wan at tne Agricultural Works,

Scaenectady. Engiueer's estimate, $a,uOO. lull-
tract awarded to James Lewis, at f l.o&o 70.
For a vertical wall between Kenyou'a and Oole-

man's Locks. Glenn's Falls Feeder. Engineer's es¬
timate, $J,aoo. Contract awarded to uauiel
Candee, ot svracu.se, at $706.
F»r a vertical wall at Brown's Bridge, Glenn's

Fulls Feeder. Engineer's estimate, i-,2jo. con¬
tract awardad to Daniel candee, ol Syracuse, at
$7X4 5a

ACTION OK TUK HOUSE.
At the evening session of tlie Assembly to-night

Mi. Page irom the Canal Committe reported the
canal reform bill Introduced by Mr. D.vls, oi
Washington couaty, with ainenduiouts embracing
the rec<mmeuuatio:il contained in tne Governors
Aieasage. It abolishes tae omce ol Canal Su.eria-
tenuent, to take effect on the 1st of January next;
provides for lUe appointment ot three paymasters,
ono lor eacu division; amits contracts topio-
posals, but allow* the canai Board in
cases of necefslty to extend or Increase contracts
to tne extent ol ten per cent of ue amount oi the
contract; but in case the additional cost exceeus
ten per oeut tae contract must ba closed and re¬
let.

.Mr. Sage reported adversely on the bill extend¬
ing the powers oi tae Canal Board concerning
railroad ig it

Mr. Mnattuc* opposed this report, but It was
agreed to.
Aiso tavorably on the bill providing for the levy¬

ing ot a tax of soven-eigtitns of a mill lor extra-
ordinary repairs ou mo canals.

CANAL JOIN 1 INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE
The joint Canit Investigating Committee held its

first business meeting tnis aitcruoon at tne Au¬
ditor's oillce.
Auditor Francis S. Thaver was the first witness

¦worn, lie asm the present system oi ordinary
repairs ts under the superintending system. The
system bewail January 1.1674. Ah tne o,d repair
contracts expired December ai, 1873. tie said me
superintendents make up an estimate or wnat lc
w.a cost to keep their sections in repair lor wo
moutas. lhe estimate is lor material and laoor.
meae estimates are submitted to tue Canal coin-
m.s-iouer in charge, who examines them and ou
tneir approval they are lorwardea to toe
Auditor's oillce. The Auditor then gives tue
supcrtnienaeut authority te draw ou tae estimates
and at tbeeml oi every mvo months vouchers are
submitted. >o account with a superintendent is
ever closed bv vetting the amount ol materials
which ue may have on band at any one time, save
when there is a cnatige 01 superintendents. Tue
men on tne works are employed by tue superin¬
tendents. Their compensation is fixed oy the Canal
Commissioners. The estimates made by the su-
periutenaeats are paid out oi the revenue or tue
canal.

In answer to a Question U lie knew any objection
to tho present system the Auditor replied mat ho
thought u would oe an improvement li tho pay¬
ments were made by paymasters and not by tue
superintendents.

i ue wi'ness was then interrogated in regard to
extraordinary repairs. Ue said that a great many
oi tfco ueaviest Items were inserted t>y tne Legis¬
lature in tue committees or tab whole and cot uy
tue cauai committees. No extraordinary repair
work can bj done save by authority ol tne Legis¬
lature. lue Auditor thougnt that tneaccurucy
and muhiulness of an work periormed in con-
loituitv wiin contracts was known by tne as* st¬
unt Engineer alone, ibe mau who makes tin
original istimato and the Assistant tngiueer arj
the only ones knowing what, work ougut to ue or
is done. I be Division Engineer swears to tno
completion of tue work but lias only a general
knowledge oi it. H» must rely almost exclusively
on me ing.ueer In ciiarue. 1 lie Auuitor explained
the manner m winch estimates were received ami
tne moneys paid to contractors. Waeo money
was avaiao.e it was paid, but wnen thcappiopt.a-
tii'U was orlictent no appropriations intended ior
oi her work were invadud, alttiougu it may liare
been done in exceptional cases, it Had not b<-eu
doue dundg tne term ot office or the present in-
c.iuibeut. vTlien a specific appropriation Had oeeu
ma :e ior a particular piece of work and it is not
lound suiUc.ent, me amount additional required is
takeu Horn a tteuerai appropriailou, I lie Auditor
du not know by wnat uutn. iiir tins transier of
iunds wns mauii by tue Canal Hoard; never heard
oi a case wiiere the work reauired was oone or
less : nan the amount appropriated. Neaily every
detractor has a bin ior extra work; it is paid at
tiie dual adjustment, and dees not come in ou >b«
monthly estimates.
counsel tliiii announced the examination of

Auditor l iiuyer finlsned with tne exceptlou ol a
lew ((uestions, tne answers to whica woUid re-
quno a searcn of tne records. Ue tnereiore wrote
out tbu luquli tes.

rue committee adjourned, to meet at the urei
time auo piace to-morrow afternoon. The Whole
.'Oint Commute were praseat, Willi tleir < otiueSi,
Hob. uewy r>mth sua Mr, iU w. aia.

THE RING SUITS.

twzed'8 bkax estate attached.the phop-

EETT ATTtCTED.
Tlio following notiee 01 action was tiled against

William M. Tweed yesterday la the office of the
County Clerk, WliUant Walsh. The list ol property
embraces everything known to be In the possession
o'f Tweed at the time of ttio exposure and which
tie passed into the bands of otuer turtles.
Sl'PliKKE Corn;i.Cttu ami County of A'e>o

York.Toe I'eopie of the State ol Near York
aitaiim William M. Tweed and tue Mai or, Alder-
men and Commonalty or the city of No v York.
.Nouco is bereoy slven that an scion uas been

cowruiuccd in ttiis court upon a complaint or tno
above named plaintiff* against the above named
deleudadtn lor wrongtuily obtaining and receiving
money and property belouuiug to ttic county i>r
New York and lor wron^iuiiy converting such
money and property while n adlmr a public office,
lu wuictt action the plaintiffs demand Judgment
mereuoon lor the sum or $(>,198,967 88, und that a
wnrrKiit ol attachment order, title 7, part 2 of
Code of I rocedure, was. on toe 6th nay or Ai ril,
187j, duly is-ued in mis action against tne delend-
aut, William vi. Tweed, by this court, and directed
to the Sheriff ol the county of New York and de¬
livered to turn for execution, whereby the follow¬
ing real property Is intended to be affected:.
IHmne street, north side, 100 feet ea*t of Broad-

way, 125x75x105x25x20x50.
Klngsorldge road, west side, about 11K acres,

Fort Washington.
Kingabrulge road, adjoining sDove, 11 acres, Fort

Washington.
Broadway, northeast corner of Twenty-first

Street, 102.5X123.11X98.9X96.9.
Nintn street, north side, 100 feet west of Third

avenue, 75x9-2.
Niutli street, Math side, 329 feet west of Second

avenue, 2ix7&.
Twemy-tnird street, south side, 260 leet east of

Fourth avenue, 25x08.9.
Twenty-fourth street, north side, 260 feet west

of Third avenue, 44x98.9.
Fortieth 8'rent, sooth side, 150 feet east of Madl-

Son avenue. 25X9S.9.
Filty-niutli street, northwest corner of Grand

circle, runs west 34.3X north 75.5X east 25x south
2j.\ east 17,7 to Graud circle x soutnweat, 61.2 to
beginning.
Fiicy-eighth street, soutn side, 375 feet west of

Alnth avenue, 6OXIO1.5.
Fifty-seventh street, north side, 276 feet west of

Ninth avenue, iooxioo.5.
Forty-second street, south side, 125 leet west of

Eighth avenue, 26x93.9.
sixty-third street, north side, 126 feet west of

Eigm h avenue. 126x100.5.
Seventy-fourth street, south side, 200 leet east

Ol Eleventh avenue, 26X148X26.9X163.
.Seventy-iourta street, south »iae. 350 feet east of

Eleventh avenue, 60xi40.9x50.lxl42.il.
Eighty-fourth street, south side, 175 feet east of

Ninth avenue, 258x>£ block.
Eitrhty-third street, north Bide, 176 leet east of

Ninth avenue, 25ox>£ block.
losth street and loath street. Boulevard and Old

Bloommgdaie road, the entire block.
129th street, south aide, 100 leet west Fourth

avenue, 40X99.1.
Tnird avenue, southeast corner Sixty-third

street, 50.5X105.
Fourth avenue and Madison avenue, Sixty-

euhtn to Sixty-ninth street, block.
Fourth avenue and Madison avenue, Sixty-ninth

to seventxetn street, block.
Fourth avenue, southwest corner 129th street,

99.11X100.
Fourth avenue, southeast corner 105th street,

100.11x350.
Filth avenue, south Hide, 82 leet 2 Inches north

of Eigutyiourth Btieet, 20x125.
Eighth avenue, northwest corner of Fifty-eighth

street, runs west v.00 leet x north 100.6 feet x east
25 leet x norm 100.5 leet to Futy-ninth street x
east 14.10 met to Grand circle x south east Thirty-
third street, 33.2 leet x soutn 68.10 to centre of
block x east Forty-turn to west side Grand circle
x south-east 122.J to west side of Eightn avenue x
south 4j.8 leet.
Eighth avenue, west side, 125.S leet south of

Seventy-first street. 26H00 leet.
EigQth avenue, west Bide, 50 feet south of 113th

street 50.6 feet x 100.
¦Filth avenue, east side, 82.2 feet north of Eighty-

fourm street. 20X126 feet.
Finn avenue, southeast corner of Forty-third

street, 62.11X123 leet.
Forty.tnird siroet, soutn side, 123 feet east of

Finn avenue, ioxioo.5 leer.
Futeenth street, north side, 370 feet east of

Seventh avenue 20X103.3 leet.
uliver street, ewt side, 65 leet north of South

street 40X60 leet.
Mercer street, east side, 26 feet south of Bleeclcer

street. 106X85X15X 25X100.
DAVID PR ATT,

Attorney General, PlaintLfi's Attorney.
Dated New Yoke, April 8, 1876.

WASHINGTON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON DESPATCHES.

Washington. April 1. 1875.
THE BUCK HILLS PROBLEM.TUB GEOLOGICAL

EXPEDITION TO BE ATTENDED BT AN ASTBO-
NOMKR AND A TOPOORAPHXB.SIOUX CHIEFS

EXPECTED IN WASHINGTON.
The Secretary of tut Interior bat to-day author¬

ized the Commlssioner"of Indian Affairs to add a

topourapuer and an astronomer to tbe Black Hills
geological expedition. THIS action Is based
primarily on a suggestion made by Walter P.
Jenney, thi miniuc geologist, already appointed,
that as tbe rate of progress mast be necessardy
slow, there will be time enough to nave tbe topo-
graptiy or tbe country quite accurately deter-
mined aud a reliable map made showing bota
tbe topography and tbe geology 01 the Blaclc
Hiiis. Mr. Jenney therefore leeommended
tue appointment of a topographer to
take tbe compass bearings of tbe more

prominent land marks. sketch in tbe
general reatures of the country, and, if provided
wltb tne necessary Instruments, to determine tbe
bouadary between Wyoming and tbe reservation.
Commissioner E. P. Smith. of tbe Indian Bureau,
in transmuting tnls suggestion says:."The im¬
portance of sucn topographical survey is ap¬
parent, and, in order to locate any results which
may be arrived at oy tne geological surrey, it is
also necessary to obtain the exact position of tbis
country because of tbe question which will arise
as to wbetner it is in DasoU, and tbua beloags to
tbe Sioux, or is in Wyoming and a

part of tbe pnbllo domain. From the
best existing lniorination the boundary line
is supposed to run near tne oentre of iha Black
llills country." Finding upon Inquiry that there
are very lew exnerts who sre botn topographers
and astronomer*, and that therefore it will proba¬
bly be necessary to employ two persons for the
service indicated by Mr. Jenney, Commissioner
Smith proceeded to request authority to engage
such service, adding that be ww informed thai
sucb parties can probably be procured at a salary
oi 1124 to $i&0 per month and nocesssry expenses.
Secretary Deiano thereupon granted the authority
requested. It is expected tbat tne Sioox chiefs
will be here to nego late for tbe sale or this re¬
servation about tne 1st oi May.
TUX MXXICAN AUTHORITIES AND THE XICXAPOO

INDIANS.

The Secretary of the Interior to-day e*nt to the
State Departmeut copies of tbe two reports
recently received irom special CommUsiouer
Atkinson In regard to b:s negotiations and
arrangements lor tbe removal of the Klckapoo
Inuiaua from Mexico back to tbe Caited States.
These official report", it will be remembered,
exhibit the existence of a very strong opposition
and tbe commission of many overt acts on the
part of the Mexican local authorities sgstnit the
consummation of tbe proposed removal, aithough
It baa been formally determined upon by tbe gen¬
eral government of both countries. In transmit¬
ting Commissioner Atkinson's reports Secretary
Deiano submits to the judgment of the Secretary
of Slate the propriety of communicating the mior-
matlon contained in them te the Mexican govern-
meut.
CHANGES IN THE JUDICIARY DEPARTMENT.

RESIGNATION 07 Ai BISTANT ATTORNEY GEN-
ERAL HILL.TBS APPROACHING RETIREMENT
OP JUDGE PECK.
The Attorney Oeneral has just received from Mr.

Hill his formal letter resigning the office of As¬
sistant Attorney Oeneral. He will retire alter the
adjournment of the present session of the Su¬
preme Court In next May. Tbe Department of
Justice has no intormatlon concerning the re¬

ported intention of Judge Loring to resign his
seat on tbe Court of Claims Bench during tbe next
summer. A vacancy, however, Is soon expected
on tbe Bench of tnat Court by tue retirement or
Judge Peox, wno bas nearly reached bis seven¬
tieth year, and has long been incapacitated By
sickness lrom occupying his seat. General Paine,
Qf Wisconsin, aud Commissioner Douglass, have
been mentioned by their re^peotive friends m
likeiy to suoceed to the prospective vaoaacy j but
tbe question of a successor to Judg* Peak will not
to omornuy snoounesd totti tbe viimi; saatt
occur.

HOW ARKANSAS WAS ROBBED.

SIX YEARS OF PLUNDER.

Interesting and Amusing
Incidents.

A RECONSTRUCTION CONSPIRACY.

Littlb Rock. March 26, 1375.
The State of Arkansas celebrates to-day a great

deliverance. By proclamation of Governor Gar¬
land tbU day (a kept aa one of thanksgiving ior

tne action or Congre*a wHlcQ, It la toped and be¬
lieved, restored the State to permanent and

peacelul eeir-government. Here, in the capital,
the day haa bten singularly quiet. Banka and
ahopa were moatly closed; many people went to

church; thero waa turcey lor dinner; and there

were, among the older and aubatantial citizens,
not a lew heartfelt words or gratitude tor quiet
and peace, and the hope or prosperity. And that,
ao far aa one could see. was all. The 8treeta were
not crowded, though the day waa as long aa a

June day with ua; 1 heard absolutely no

political diacusslon either la street* or hotela:
Poker Jack's arrival In the moru.ng did not create
even a ripple; and ihougn there are probaDly a

good number oi disappointed men among the ad-
Uereuta of Brooks, It looks Hero very much as

though both parties were glad to see the battle
ended. Indeed, there la no doubt about the

matter, ror everywhere throughout the state re

porta abow that the general settlement la ac¬

cepted aa llual, and Industry ta reviving. Mure
cotton and grain are being planted than in pre-
vtoua years; houaea and lencea are being repaired;
fewer men are idle; there ia a notable and
sudden decrease or street loungers, black
and white, In Little Rock. People aro going
to work again. It la creditable to both
partlea that, ao far aa I hear and have
been able to observe, there la no bitterness of leel-

mg, no resentment. The victors are too well
pleased to be anything but good-humored, and the
vanquished take their defeat in )?ooi part. One
of tue most zealous, and, during the winter,
feroclons Brooks men, a colored man, aald to me

to-dar, "What we need now la men and capital;
wc have peace securcd; we are aone with politics
for a while, and will all go to work In earnest to

recover our loaaea aud make the State rich. Hive
us only a good crop this year and we'll be out of
the woods.1'

WHY TH1T ARK THANKFUL.
The truth la, It waa time lor atrife to end. No¬

body of either party who hau anything, even nls

labor, to lose, conld any lougr.r afford it.
Here are a few Dgurea which prove It.
Arkansas has leas than 660,000 people. It has
about 120,000 voters. Tnese owed in 1868, wlien
reconstruction began in this Stale, about $3,500,000
and had $310,U00 in cash in their treasury. The
debt was State debt. The counties owed little or

nothing. To-day, after seven years, the State
owes at least $15,700,000, and most of the counties
have debta or their own sufficient to make them
bankrupt. And ior this huge indebtedness, which
amounts, lor State, counties, town and school dis¬
tricts, to probably $20,000,000, the people have
nothing to show, except some mile-) of railroad, on
which they must pay lor their pasaago wheuever
they travel. Tnere aro no new public buildings;
neither science nor the arts have been advanced;
the old State House looks as dilapidated aa when
the leconatruction begau. and lias been changed in

nothing except having its door Untela mutilated
that a Brooks cannon might o« squeeze! into the
hall; the schools are almost all closed because the
school fund was stolen, and Little Rook ta uu-

paved, though the conquerors of IMS issued nearly
ahinpUsters enough to have all the streets hand¬
somely paved, and bonds enough besides to make

dry crossings at the corners.
The State debt alone amounts to-day to more

than $116 for every voter, state, county, town¬
ship and scuool debts, including scrip of all kinds,
would probably bring the voters in debt $175 a

bead. And the wuole of this prodigious bnrdou
baa been laid upon an Impoverished and never

very prosperous people in seven years.
HOW IT WAS DONL'.

Arkansas waa. In 1888, a tempting prize to specu-
latori. It had a trivial debt, a handsome Uttlo
¦urn in cash in the Treasury, hardly any railroads
and a people Htnguiariy innocent or political wilea.
Toe young and enterprlslog man who then flocked
in and seized a power and who lieid It so many
years nad had some experience in what wo call
..politics." "We showed them somo new tricks,"
said one of them to me; "the damned tools didn't
know a thing about organization. They just went
around the State making slump speeches and
thought that was pontics. Bat that thing's
played out."
Tte new r^pime iramed a constitution admir¬

ably suited to their ends, of wulcU I shall steak
inrther on. An J then theyb:gtn the real work
of pluooer with an act granting State aid
bonds to railroads to the extent or 800 miles,
at $16,000 per mile, or $10,000 lor suca roads as

haa also land grants. Under this law 271 miles or
road were bunt, or which the Port Smith road is
well bnitt and well planned for luO miles and U to
be completed. It has received $1,00'),000 of
bonds, the Memphis and Little ltock Company
built 46 miles and received $1,200,000, or $760,000
more than it should nave got. The Ouachita Com¬
pany built 24 miles and got $000,000, or $180.C00
more than It should have got. The Arkansas Cen-
trai built 38 miles and got $l,sy>,000; under the
law it was entitled to but $570,000. This was Sen¬
ator Dorsey's road. The Pine Biuff built :o miles
and got $1,200,000, or $160,000 more than Its
share. The whole Issue of railroad aid bonds
made by the State In less than rour years araonuts
to $6,360,000. Many or the roads werq not needed;
all but the Fort Smith and tne Memphis are unfin¬
ished and will for some time remain so: $1,110,000
more Donds were issued thftn even these frag¬
ments of roads were eatitled to; the roads were
to pay the interest, but of course did not, and the
State now owes the whole sum, and when it cau
mast pay the interest as well as the principal.
Citizens of Little Rock point oat to a visitor a
number of peasant residences at tfce ne w or court
end or the straggling town, which, they say, were
built by the men who handled these bonds.

LKVU BONDS.

Next, In 1871, were isvaed $3,005,848 in levee
bonds. The law authorising this issue provided
that no levees shosld be batlt except on the appli¬
cation or a majority of the property holders to
De benefited, and then only in a specified
way, and the land benefited was hOid
for the payment or interest and principal
of the bonds. Regular surveys were to be made
and competent engiueers were to decide, after
all, whether tne levee should be bout. In prao-
tice, one or two engineers and half adoz»n con¬

tractors made a Ring and bailt levees wherever

they pleased: no lormal petitions were required,
no proper surveys made; logs and timber, and
even flour and beer barrels were crammed into tne

bank, and meantimo the Levee Commissioner,
Benjamin Thomas. Issued bonds whenever any¬
body whom he know asked for them, and actually
kept no books to show to whom, for what work,
or when they were Issued. The flrst iresuet
washed most of these levees away, and of those that
.tood, many were so misplaced that planters were

ruined became the levees, intended to keep the
water out, only kept it in. Fortuuateiy the con¬

tractors and swindlers took their pay and plea¬
der in bonds; the swindle was too gross, aid the
Donds fell in value till they sold In tne market lor
six or eight cents on the dollar, and can now be
bought for that. The planters resisted la the
courts the payment or interest demanded of tnem,
and so csreieteiy had the whole work been done
that the courts have heid tnem exempt, because
the moet elmple forms oi law had not been com¬
plied with, and It is believed that the Levee Ring
failed to get rieh by its plunder, bat the Stat*
awea on taese bonds still.

sciur or saurrLAirriM.
Next came the issue of scrip. The taxes and

bonds were net eneagh lor tneae monstrous rot*
bare. They nana to kssM Ataia, oooaty, town.

¦did and even school scrip.notes ot hand of IIi«m
corporation!, some interest besriog. TBey issued
State scrip at such a rate that by May, 1874,
$3,240,000 of this stuff 0. d been taken up and de¬
stroyed, aud tUere Is supposed to be $1,500,000 ot It
afloat now.

AMUSING MINOR PBACD8.
But these bit; thefts me not nearly aa amusing

a* the smaller ones. One Tankersley, Speaker «t
the Assembly, lor Instance, got tbe people o(
Oark county to Issue $100,000 in bonds to the
Ouachita Valley RailDad, of which he wan presi¬
dent. He round a broker in New York who offered
him eighty per cent for these bonds, on condition
that he would get a responsible bank to guaranty
the payment of the Interest lor Ave years, as

deposited with a bank $3U,000, which was the in¬

terest for Ave years at six per cen>; received at
once $80,000 for his bonds, and pocketed $;.o,ood
by this pretty transaction. The town of Camden,
in Ouachita county, subscribed $50,300, wmch n«
also pocketed; an-l he ran In debt jor the little
woik he did on the railroad, and when ne had gut
his money ran away himsell to Colorado.
lu 1873 Faulkner count* was formed out of frag,

menu ol surrounding countie«. This making new

counties was a custom of tbe reconstructors.
They thus created new offices. The new Fauiknei
county had no debt. It had no public buildings,
and has none yet, except an elgiit.by-ten Court
House given it by a Methodist cbarcb. It contain*
7,000 people and hu a property valuation of about
$600,000. Two young New Yorters, Benton Turnet
and Charles Landers, were appointed Sheriff and
County Clerk by the Governor. They collected
the first year about $40,000 in taxes, and
tnts being insufficient for their uses they
issued connty scrip lor $50,000 more.

Toey collected the taxes in greenbacks
and turned them in in depreciated Mate scrip,
some of which they bought at thirty-five ceots oa

a dollar. They sold offices, released prisoners,
engaged in iraudulent registration, and Anally
they departed with their plunder, and the Stat®
knows them no more.
In Little Kock the Collector of Taxes openly

engaged in brokerage, took out a federal license
as a broker, aud then drove a thriving trade wttn
the citizens when they came to pay their taxes.
You must understand that all Stato and c >uuiy
scrip was receivable at par for taxes. If a citizen
had to pay $50 lor taxes, he might buy scrip at

thirty cents and pay it at par. But the Collector
bought scrip beforehand, wnen the market was

low, and made his own bargain with the
citizon. It is said he made his office wortl
$loo,coo a year. Ills way was to demand
a moiety of tbe tax, but in greenbacks. For this
he gave a receipt in full. Then he kept the green¬
backs, and turned into the treasury tee scrip ha
had bougnt up cheaply. This atrocious lorm Of
swindling became so universal that I have been told
only one county tax collector In the whole state
has unllormly turned into the treasury the same

money which he received; and this when tne al¬
lowances ot the assessors and collectors were so

great that in some years It cost twenty per cent
to collect the State revenue.
Tbe reconstructors were wiss in their geaera-

tlon. They not only robbed at wholesale and re*

tall, but they took care to preserve their own su¬

premacy. The constitution ot 18C8 gave the Gov-
ernor the appointment ot almost all thelocaloffl-
ceis, even to the justicesof tnepeaci and registrars
of elections. Tne Governor, of course, selected
his own adherents, and did not scruple to send
them irom Little Rock, sometimes a hundred miles
away into a sirpujl county. So loosely was busi¬
ness conducted thai when the new connty of
Howard was created, in 1873. one Uawtins, an

Illiterate carpenter of Littie Kock, being appointed
County Clerk, oegan his career by having county
scrip printed before he even went down to take
up his office, and issued the Arst of this scrip la
Little Roc* in payment for an ambalauce to taks
hu family to Howard eounty. Scrip ot this county
is now worth from ten to fifteen cents.and n«

wonder.
Again, in Little Rock the merchants got alarm's

at tbe over issue of scrip in 1849, and tool
the plates from which . these shinpiastetl
were printed from the Msyor's office And
octroyed them. But presently it was uis-
cjveied that no account na.i been kept by tti«

Mayor of tbe quant.ty printed and issaea, and t»

this day, though $10,003 worth of tot staff has
been redeemed, more comes in, and no man can
tell how mucn remains behind.
There is a small bridge in Kagie township, near

Little Rock, which cost to build it $600. Jacs
Agery. a colored man, was engaged to make soia«

repairs on It. Ho brougat in a bill lor $900; scrip
was then wortu ten oenu, and he received his paf
In it.$900, which the ouunty must some day r««

deem at par.
Sam Mallory, formerly engine driver on tDe Erie

Rauroad, became Here a general or militia and
State Senator u 1&71; wai later mad* Commta*
sioner to audit old militia bills, and among tha
accounts allowed by aim and paid was one iot
coffee mills at $17 apiece.
Meantime taxes rose, nnttl In Pulaski county, of

which Little Rock U a parr, they were at Are per
cent, and in some counties seven and three-tenms.
Pulaski county scrip went down to ten cents,
school warrants were bongbt at six, and some are
even now worm no more. Other counties were
but :ittle better off, ai.d the bookkeeping i-as
been sucb that It Is impossible to tell bow much is

really owed. In Pulaski county even the register
of bonds has been, as a public advertisement in
io.day's paper says, "lost or stolen,'' and to#
bondholders are now requested to come forward
and register their bond* betore the coupons shall
be paid.
To retnrn to the railroads. Where their em>

tankmen's womd ssrve as levees they were ai*
lowed levee bonds in addition to tne aid bonds J
and, not content with this, in one case twenty
miles of track having baen laia on a road, ac*

cepted and the bonds received, the iron was taken
up and removed to another road, truer* u sufficed
to obtain iron the treasury another tsoo.ooo in
bonds.
Why did not the people turn out these knave#

This I win try to explain to yon in my next isttu
CHARLES N'ORDHOFF.

THE ENVOYS AND THE CARDINAL

SOW TBI P.VPAL MESSINGEns ARK TO It n

TERTACOtD.THZ CATtDDJAl/s EQUIPAO £.

Tne envoTB from the Pope to CarJlnai McCioekey
nave now achieved tnetr mission. Count Mara*
foschl nas aiven into the hands of the Cardinal
the bigletto aud nuxttto with whieh ne was io«
trusted by t&e Holy Father, and Mgr. Roncettl uat
in proper form told ills Eminence that the scan*'
ln-rreua la waiting to be delivered to htm when h<
shall cnoose to receive It. The envoys wouu
seem to huve no more to do than to participate is
the celeoration of the mass, during wnloh Arc!*

bistiop Bayiey will comer me berrattina rota upon
His Eminence. It has been annonnced that mis
would occur on the 22d tnsu; bat Father Parley,
the secretary to His Eminence, informed tttl
writer yesterday that circumstances may cause
Its date to be ciunged. However long the cere*
mony Is deierred tne Papal euvoys will reman
here until it la over. In tne meantime tn*y win
undoubtedly tare very pleaaantly. All the wealth!
Catholics of tne oity are deairona to enterta:a
them, and will spare no effort to make the
period of their atay in New York an epocn
in their live*. They have already received
numerous lnvltauous to private dinners,
some or which they have accepted. Testeruay
aiiernoon tne envoys viaittd the home or kiajut
John D. Keliey, Jr., wosre they met a select party
at dinner.
During yeeterday Cardinal McCloskey remained

at none until aoont haii-past tour o'ciouk. a<
which time the writer naet him leaving hi* resi¬
dence aioue to attend to -ome buamess. fcxeept,
p«inapt, to ride through tne Park with the en*
voys, Cardinal McCloskey win take no active part
in me entertainment or his guesis outsiu* of nul
own house.

TBI CABDIMAL'S KQUirAOf.
The cosch which has been prepared for the nst

of Bis Eminence win o* sent to his stable to-day,
precedes by a team of magnificent horses. Tue
care wnicn was used in selecting tuese auimala IS
said to t>e well repaid or its results in taeir forta
and spirit. They are stately and have lustrous
buck coats. The enure equipage wt.i oe formally
presented to caruinai Hociussey wttnin a lew
days. A committee of the gentlsmen wno nav#
subscribed toward the puiohaae of the team and
concn win visit ilia Eminence and refusal mm tc
aocept tne satutsg*. To* comiTiittse will proi
*bit consist ot Messrs. Kagens Keny, Wiuiani s,

1 o«nrten, Jam** Lyaoa and Jaasss U* Xi*n«4M*>


